Committee Report on NIST’s Proposal to Participate in the Hancock Award 
Submitted by Vic Turoski – 18 July 2006

Background

In June of 2005, at the Green Chemistry Awards Ceremony in Washington DC, Lyn Beary Senior Scientific Advisor at the National Institute of Science and Technology (NIST) approached Vic Turoski with the idea of NIST participation in the Hancock Award.  Lyn proposed that NIST fund an up-to nine-week undergraduate summer internship at NIST in Washington DC, which would complement the ACS Division of Environmental Chemistry (ENVR) Hancock monetary award to a graduate student.  After several meetings between Vic, Ken Smith, and Lyn Beary, Lyn submitted a proposal (attached), which was then presented to the ENVR Executive Committee at the Atlanta National Meeting in March of 2006.  The proposal outlined objectives, terms of the internship, eligibility requirements, and the selection process.  

Essentially, NIST would donate funds to ENVR to cover the undergraduate internship and ENVR would issue the required checks for housing etc.  The ACS Green Chemistry Institute agreed to handle the advertising of the new undergraduate internship to colleges and universities and to be responsible for the internship award selection process.

Dean Adams made a motion to approve the K. G. Hancock Memorial Award for Undergraduate Students with minor modifications as needed.  The chair is to appoint a group to work out the details.

A committee was selected and was comprised of Ken Smith, John Plude, Vic Turoski, (Chair).

Committee Report
Ken, Vic, and John all agreed that the proposal was a beneficial and workable premise.  Vic contacted Rebecca Oates, CPA at the ACS Office of Tax Compliance to make certain that there were no tax ramifications to ENVR – and there are none.

Ken and Vic thought the proposal was well written as is, was acceptable to ENVR, and was workable.  They felt that since NIST was funding the internship that if any changes were needed in the details i.e., (eligibility requirements, length of the internship, etc.) that these changes should be worked out between NIST and the Green Chemistry Institute.  It was fully recognized that NIST could indeed present its own Hancock Award apart from the ENVR Hancock Award

John strongly felt that the NIST Proposal needed a good deal of editing.  He felt that the details should be much more defined – particularly with respect to applicant eligibility requirements and the terms of the internship.  He felt that these matters should be resolved before proceeding with NIST’s full participation in the Hancock Award.

Conclusion

The committee majority recommends that ENVR continue with the NIST Proposal as is and proceed with NIST’s participation in the Hancock Award.  NIST and the Green Chemistry Institute would work our any changes in the proposal – if needed.  This recommendation, however, is not a unanimous one.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kenneth G. Hancock Memorial Award for Undergraduate Students

NIST Summer Undergraduate Fellowship Award
Background:  Since 1998, an annual Kenneth G. Hancock Memorial Award in Green Chemistry has been offered under the auspices of The American Chemical Society’s Division of Environmental Chemistry to provide national recognition for outstanding student contributions in the area of green chemistry. This award is named to honor Kenneth G. Hancock, an early advocate of green chemistry, and the Director of the Division of Chemistry of the National Science Foundation (NSF). The Hancock Award is presented in conjunction with the annual Presidential Green Challenge Awards ceremony. 

NIST has approached Division of Environmental Chemistry of the ACS to explore ways by which NIST could participate along with this Division in the annual Hancock Award. NIST understands that the Hancock Award is given to recognize outstanding student contributions toward furthering the goals of Green Chemistry through research or education, and is open to both undergraduate students and graduate students.  Since the current award is given most often to graduate students, in the context and the spirit of the Hancock Award, NIST’s proposal is to provide a separate award that focuses on the undergraduate student.  In this proposal, NIST suggests that there be two Hancock Memorial Awards given each year: one is a monetary award as has been historical; and a second is a NIST-provided award that is specifically designated for undergraduate students. The NIST-provided award will not be a cash award, but rather is a fully funded research opportunity for the awardee at NIST for the period of approximately 9 weeks during the summer immediately following award conferral. 

Objective and Goal:  NIST is an agency in the US Department of Commerce. Its mission is centered on advancing measurement science, standards, and technology in ways that promote industrial innovation and enhance economic security and improve our quality of life, therefore, we propose that this undergraduate award be given in recognition of effort “furthering the goals of Green Chemistry through advances in measurement science, data, or standards that enable the implementation of Green Chemistry”.  This second award is in concert with, and complementary to, the existing award and fully supports its goal. In addition, it is aligned with the goals of the National Science Foundation and promotes the progress of science by providing a research experience for a talented undergraduate student. 

Terms of the Fellowship:

The award will consist of a fully supported summer internship of up to 9 weeks at NIST to work with NIST scientists on research that is relevant to the commercialization and implementation of green chemistry principles in an industrial context. NIST will provide a grant to the Environmental Chemistry Division of the American Chemical Society to cover the NIST-provided undergraduate student internship. This amount will be commensurate to that provided for other Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows at NIST.  ENVR would then issue checks to the apartment complex where the intern was housed and would, at the request of NIST, also issue check(s) to the intern as a stipend for living expenses. 

Eligibility:

This award is open to undergraduate students, who:

· Are US citizens or a permanent resident of the US,

· Are covered by a health plan (either through school or through family),

· Have declared a science major, and

· Are in good academic standing at their college or university. 

Selection Process: One summer internship will be awarded yearly following deadlines and application procedures already established by the ACS’s Division of Environmental Chemistry for the Kenneth G. Hancock Memorial Award.  The NIST-provided award would have an additional caveat or criterion, that the work in green chemistry also demonstrates advancement in measurement science or standards, provides a novel use of green chemistry to enhance existing metrology, in the field or in research, or provides fundamental data that promotes/enables green chemistry. 
Panel of Judges: ACS Division of Environmental Chemistry convenes an independent panel to judge applications received for the award. The award recipient will be selected by ACS’s Green Chemistry Institute and announced at the annual Green Challenge Awards.

Thank you: We are grateful to the ACS ENVR board for the opportunity to work with you in this very important and worthwhile endeavor.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

Division of Environmental Chemistry

American Chemical Society

Executive Committee Meeting

March 26, 2006

Atlanta, GA

A.
Introduction/Attendance
Chair Ruth Hathaway called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  Introductions were made and a roster was circulated for corrections.

Sandeep Agnihotri of the University of Tennessee at Knoxville was present as the guest of Martha Wells.

B.
Executive Committee Meetings

There was a brief discussion as to whether two executive committees are necessary.  Also, there was discussion as to how the executive committee meeting could be abbreviated.  Ideas included transacting some agenda items before arrival at the meeting.

Budget approval occurs at the fall meeting.

C.
Hancock Award (Tab M)
NIST is desirous of participating in the Environmental Division Hancock Award.  Diane Hancock works at NIST and drafted the proposal.  The proposal was circulated at the meeting.  The award would be for an internship at NIST.

Motion:  Approve the K. G. Hancock Memorial Award for Undergraduate Students with minor modifications as needed.

Moved:  Dean Adams

Second:  John Plude

Motion to amend:  The chair is to appoint a group to work out the details

Moved:  Henry Ramsey

Second:  Dean Adams

Motion:  Passed
Motion as amended: Approve the K. G. Hancock Memorial Award for Undergraduate Students with minor modifications as needed.  The chair is to appoint a group to work out the details.

Motion as amended:  Passed
